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My hands are so cold that I have no idea 
what I‟m typing.  Could be an 
improvement.. 
 
Good news for St John‟s - it is now a Fair 
Trade Church. 
 
That‟s good news for the village, too.  The 
Fair Trade people have agreed that even 
though we are a tiny hamlet we can go 
ahead and apply for and work towards 
Fair Trade Village status.  Having the 
church on side is a box ticked - the rest is 
up to the village (and the pub). 
 
A Fair Trade Village committee will be 
formed in the new year, and if you would 
like to be on it just say so - let me know 
and it will be done.  The more the better.  
This is a real opportunity for us to put our 
money where our mouths are, and to be 
the tiniest Fair Trade village in the UK.  I‟m  
very keen - the day when Nescafe is no 
longer served at village events will be a 
red-letter day in my diary.   
 
The snow is wonderful - I could sit and 
look at it all day.  I‟d quite like a lot more to 
look at, but that‟s just mean of me.  I don‟t 
remember my school being closed 
because of snow (and I was cycling to 
school in the sixties) - but I do remember 
the snow coming over my wellies and 
changing into my pumps when I got to 
school.  Times change, I suppose… 
 
My mother in law visited us over the 
weekend and celebrated her 90th birthday 
in the village.  She loves it here, not least 
because everyone she meets makes her 
feel so welcome.  I have mixed feelings - 
she is so active and healthy it makes me 
feel old.  She can tell me whereabouts in 
the table any football club in the land is 
(she lives for sport) and who is going to 
win the decathlon in the Olympics.  It‟s 
very tiring having to keep up with her.  If 
I‟m half as good as she is when I‟m her 
age I‟ll be amazed… (and delighted).. 
 

Happy Christmas from us all at Bram 
Rigg! 
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Down on the Farm 
 
This wonderful autumn is now drawing to its close.  As I write in mid-November most cattle, except 
the very large herds of dairy cows, are still out in the fields grazing the grass as it if was mid-
summer.  What a great saving for farmers who only cut light crops of grass for hay and silage early 
in the summer.  It has always been said right back into ancient times that “little hay made, little hay 
wanted”.  Let us hope that his old saying proves right this coming winter. 
 
I have been talking to a farmer‟s wife who has dialysis treatment at the same time as I do.  Her 
family farms on the Somerset levels. She told me that their herd of eighty dairy cows were still out in 
the moors and being milked there in mid-November. But even more remarkable is that their beef 
cattle are still out further in Tealham Moor living on grass; this has never been known before so late 
in the season.  
 
As December comes in very little field work is done, at least in this part of the country.  Most farmers 
and their workers spend most of the short daylight hours in looking after the cattle which are 
generally housed by that time of year. I have often wondered what farmers find for their workers to 
do in those parts of the country where they keep no animals in the winter-time.  On these farms 
most of the land has already been ploughed and cultivated and the seed corn planted for next 
year‟s harvest. 
 
What wonderful weather they have had this autumn for preparing the land and planting the seed.  
With the price of the corn they harvested this past late summer and early autumn, corn farmers 
have had a record return for their labours.  The prices have been so high that, in some cases, they 
have had almost twice as much per tonne for their corn as they had a few years ago.  Many of those 
farmers who can afford to hold on to their corn have been promised even higher prices if they can 
keep their corn in store until next spring and early summer before putting it on the market.  
 
I expect that corn farmers who have had these high prices will be, or have, planted every possible 
acre with seed for next year‟s harvest.  The land has been in such good condition for planting that 
they have had no trouble getting the job done.  Perhaps the very old saying “A good planting is half 
way towards a good harvest” will apply this next year. 

Ray Naish 
 
I wish all readers of “Down on the Farm” a Happy Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

The Village History Lunch at the Drum  
 
was another lovely, chatty time.  A few more villagers 
swelled the numbers - which is very encouraging...  We 
didn‟t talk history (that‟s not what it‟s for) - we just 
caught up with our neighbours and put the world right.  
The food was, again, delicious, and it all arrived on 
time.  The next lunch is earlier, just  to make sure we 
get in before the Christmas rush puts all of us into a 
panic.  So it would be great if you could spare an hour 
or so on Friday December 17th to get down the local.  
Midday for twelve-thirty - see if you can fit it in your 
diary. 
 

Hazel and Hartley   
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Birthday Celebration 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to you all who came to our birthday celebration.  You made our 
day.  What a celebration it surely was; absolutely electric.  Didn‟t we just about pack you all in?! 
 
We would like to thank you all for the many presents, cards and donations for Clevedon Hospital.  
Also a big thank you to Cheryl and her helpers - what a lovely spread it was.  Bless you all. 
 

Irene and Margaret 

Sounds we don’t hear in Kenn anymore 
 
Years ago there were many sounds that are no longer heard in the Village. 
 
First of all the factory hooters no longer sound.  Here are some of the hooters and whistles we used 
to hear, early in the morning; at lunchtime and at the end of the working day.  The first one in the 
morning was Court de Wyck Tannery at Claverham, followed by Wake and Dean‟s Furniture 
Factory at Yatton, Clevedon Brickyard in Strode Road, the Gas Works in Moor Lane, Clevedon, 
Clevedon Laundry in Kimberly Road, the Sawmills in Old Street and Hales Cakes at East Clevedon. 
Another sound no longer heard is the huge Fielding and Platt engine, with its distinctive beat, 
grinding corn in the Mill which is now John and Grace Griffin‟s home “The Granary” in Duck Lane, 
Kenn.  In the autumn-time the Lister Engine could be heard in the evenings turning the apple mill at 
Stonehouse Farm. 
 
Before the motorway was constructed, on Sundays, the Church Bells could be heard from Yatton 
Church, Kingston Church and All Saints, St. John‟s and St Andrew‟s churches in Clevedon 
according to the way the wind was blowing. 
 
On Saturdays, when Clevedon Town was playing at home on the old football field near the sawmills, 
we could always tell when the home team had scored a goal.  We could also hear the train running 
through Russ on the Yatton to Clevedon branch line.   Before the war, the Light Railway which ran 
from Portishead through Clevedon to Weston-super-Mare could be heard because it had a 
distinctive roaring siren as it crossed the roads at Colehouse  Lane, New Cut Bow and Broadstone 
in Kingston Seymour. 
 
PS - Margaret Ball has told me she heard St. John‟s Bells from Clevedon last Sunday when the 
wind was in the right direction and the motorway was quiet. 
 

Ray Naish 

Christmas puds 
 
There will be some Small Christmas Puds  1lb  (serves 4) £5.50p 

Phone Julia Bush 
873554 
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KENN W.I. 
 
At the November Meeting we were delighted to welcome Mr Shore on a return visit.  Last time he 
spoke to us about the clinics he and his wife have been able to set up in Nepal to help villagers 
there with health problems and teach people such things as basic hygiene and some literacy so 
that they are able to look after their families and enjoy a happier standard of life.  This time the talk 
was entirely different but no less enjoyed.  In his younger days Mr Shore had been a diver with the 
Royal Navy and spent many years under the seas of such places as Malta and Hong Kong 
dealing with mines and shipwrecks from the 2nd World War.  The talk was illustrated with clips from 
the old black and white film of Buster Crabbe. 
 
Cards and gifts will be exchanged at the December meeting.  There will not be a  speaker as 
members will be enjoying a game of Beetle.  If you would like to come along for an evening of fun 
and jollity, please do!  Meetings are held in the Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 
7.30 p.m. 
 
Our annual Flower Demonstration was held on Wednesday 24th   November when Joanna Cheek 
paid us a return visit and demonstrated some Festive Designs.  We are always pleased to 
welcome Joanna and she never disappoints us.  I, for one, sit absolutely spellbound as she 
fashions such colourful arrangements so deftly.  Several lucky people won arrangements and 
were able to take them home to enjoy.   
 

  

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 6 th December in the Village Hall at 
7.30 p.m.  All parishioners are very welcome. 
 
Don‟t forget that the Christmas Tree will be lit up on Friday 10 th December when there will be 
mince pies, mulled wine and carolling to our local trumpeters.  Do come along for the fun.  
 

Ann Holtham 

 
 
 
On Thursday the Holy Family will 
begin their long journey to Bethlehem 
(St John‟s) via all the children in 
Kenn.  Please take care of Mary and 
Joseph (and the Donkey) and make 
sure they get a good send off to their 
next overnight stay.   
 

The Crib Angels 
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Kenn Nativity 2010 
 
St John the Evangelist Church at 3.00pm on Christmas Eve. 
 

Jo Manning and I are still putting together the nativity. We are asking the children of the 
village to turn up dressed as angels, Shepherds, Kings etc, no matter if we have four kings 

and one Shepherd. Or just 
turn up and we will find you 
a costume.  Do not worry if 
you are not a church goer. If 
the children like dressing up 
and Christmas those are the 
only entry  requirements.  
 
I have asked some adults if 
they would like to sing a 
solo or a duet at the nativity.  
Being so in awe of people 
who can sing I am not sure 
if it is flattering or an 
imposition to be asked. 
Thank you to those who 
have offered. Hopefully this 
will bring artistry to chaos.   
 

Caroline Holden. 

                                                     
 
 
 
 
 THE  VILLAGE MARKET 
 
What a pity the snow didn't wait until our December Christmas Market. Nevertheless brave souls 
turned out to man their stalls and our friends and neighbours did likewise. Many thanks to all of you  
for your continuing support. 
 
I would particularly like to thank Caroline Holden for manning the kitchen by herself to keep us all 
supplied with coffee and cake. Even all the washing up didn't frighten her away. 
 
Julia is supporting Ethiopiaid this month. I would also like to mention that Sybil sends lots of her 
knitwear to distant lands. 
 
After paying for the use of the Hall I shall send the remaining £40  to the Air Ambulance fund. 
    
                              Please note our Christmas Market is on December 18th  
                                  Just the right time to get your last minute goodies. 
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Kenn  Social : Skittles & Table Tennis Evening 19
th

 November 
 
Thank you everyone who came and supported this event to raise sponsorship for the CLIC 
Sargent abseil event on Dec 5

th
and to meet up, socialise and relax. It was very enjoyable, relaxed 

and  great  to be using the hall skittles alley and new table tennis „table‟. Many thanks to John 
Hayden for his time & help in fixing up the skittle alley ready for action. The wooden sides are 
numbered and can be relatively easily fixed again when the alley is next required.  
 
Congratulations to Angela for winning the skittles match and to Rebecca for winning the „Killer‟ 
contest. 
 
I think we all agreed that we should hold a similar social event again soon, maybe to beat the post
-Christmas blues! 
 
Enough was raised for Jack T also to abseil and to keep me company.  Keeping warm might be 
our hardest task on the day as I think we will both freeze waiting our turn, but we will let you know 
how we get on.  Spectators are welcome to watch us abseil off the Bristol Children‟s Hospital at 
approximately 1.30pm but parking is difficult;  Trenchard Street multi-storey is only a short walking 
distance away.  We hope to get photographic evidence to show anyone who prefers to keep warm 
in the comforts of indoors. 
 
The table tennis top is a great success and there was some fierce competition.  There are enough 
people interested to make a table tennis ladder / hold a club, so watch this space!  Come to the 
next event to get your name on the list or ring me with queries 07776 143900.  Many thanks to the 
Parish Council for financing this table top.  
 
Skittles and table tennis will be available for the teenagers after the departure of Father Christmas 
and the young children at the end of the Children‟s Xmas Party 6pm on Wed 22

nd
 Dec.  

 
Jo Batten 

Kenn Transformers 
 
It‟s that time of year again, so the Transformers got going on Advent with the making of the lovely 
Advent Crown (now in Church) and a sample Christingle ready for the mass-production at the 
weekend.  Julia talked about waiting for special occasions and making all the right preparations, 
Heather instructed on the Advent Crown front and Julia on the Christingle; all this with chocolate 
cake too.  Our little bit of worship in Church before we moved to the New Room was a tad chilly, but 
the presence of two Prayer Bears was very cheering!!  There was a photo of the making of the 
Advent Crown, but it got lost in the ether…  Sorry, Morgan! 
 

Christingles at St John’s 
 
Freezing cold outside, nice and warm inside, advent hymns (and an ad hoc rendition of “Jesus bids 
us shine”) - the perfect setting for the first Sunday in Advent.  The first candle on the Crown was 
lighted and the Christingles distributed by Polly and Drew and Caleb and Morgan.  Celia spoke 
about the important job we have to do - even more important than being a President or a rocket 
designer or an explorer or an investment banker.  We have to shine our light into the world - all the 
time.  That‟s all there is to it.  Simple. 
 
We had coffee and biscuits and chat - and then it was back out into the cold!! 
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The Further Adventures of John Scarecrow 
 
After his riotous 3 weeks away from The Limes, John Scarecrow was stitched up, tied up and 
placed watching the traffic on The Limes footbridge. 
 
He then began taking on a life and character of his own. 
 
The bin men were seen cuddling him and taking photographs of themselves with him with their 
mobile phones. 
 
A week later his lovely waxed jacket disappeared and he was a very cold, wet scarecrow. The bin 
men visited later on that day and after their visit we found him propped up pushing the wheelie bin. 
 
We began to think undressing scarecrows was getting a little out of hand, so we moved him to the 
relative safety of the back garden. However 3 days later we received a letter from 3 Clevedon 
children, Oliver, Charlotte and Alexis. They had grown very fond of John Scarecrow and apparently 
sang to him every day on their way to nursery in Yatton. They had cried when he left his post at the 
front gate, so Mum wrote a letter on their behalf seeking his welfare. 
 
Well, we just had to respond, so John scarecrow reappeared at the gate with a return letter inviting 
the children to take him home for a holiday. 
 
Meanwhile our B&B guests were getting very involved in the adventures of John Scarecrow. One 
German family, where Mum and Dad were both school teachers, took pictures of the scarecrow and 
decided to set their classes back in Germany the task of writing scarecrow adventure stories. So 
John Scarecrow‟s fame has spread internationally! 
 
Oliver, Charlotte and Alexis duly saw our note and visited and took a very wet scarecrow home to 
have a very extended holiday in Clevedon. Having lived there for a couple of months, he has now 
returned to The Limes. 
 
He is now due for cleaning up and re-stuffing.  Do you think he will make a good William scarecrow 
for the Royal wedding? 
 
Note !!  The best traffic calming measure in Kenn – place a realistic looking scarecrow close to the 
road and the traffic slows down, either to stare at it or because they think it’s real. 
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Saturday 11th December 
10:30am until noon 

 
Punch, Pies and Coffee 

at 
the Willows, Kenn 

 
 

£3.50  
(£1.50 children under 14) 

Raffle, Tombola & Book Stall 
 
 
    All Proceeds to 

Local Charities 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     
    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 

  
 

 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 

December 18th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling -  every Tuesday 
 
Dustbin - 7th and 21st (& 7th Jan) 
  
Green Waste - 30th 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 8th 
December 

 
7:30pm 

 
Christmas Beetle Drive! 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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Yatton History Society 
 

Tuesday December 7th  
Yatton Methodist Hall  8pm 

 
The Great Port of Bristol 

 
A down to earth virtual tour celebrating the last 

two hundred years 
 

John Derrick 

Childrens' Christmas Party 
 

Wednesday 22nd December 
Kenn Village Hall  

4.30pm-6pm  
 

Entertainment by Action Pussycat  
 

Welcome to all ages; children and 
grandchildren of Kennites plus parents and 

grandparents! 
Spread the word to new Kennites!  

Tel the Hot Line: 878782 for more information 
 

                            Jo Batten 

CARING AT CHRISTMAS 
 
Please can we have any donations before 
22

nd
 December  We are looking for warm 

clothing, new underwear or socks, coats, 
shoes and gloves in good and clean condition. 
Blankets  are welcome as well as tinned food. 
Any donation cheques should be made out to 
“Caring at Christmas”.  
 
This is a very worthwhile Charity whose fame 
has spread far and wide. They usually cater 
for about 150 homeless people every year, 
giving them comfort and help at a time when 
we are likely to be overindulging ourselves. 
Please help to make someone‟s life a little 
better this Christmas. 
 

Marianna  and Robin  340323 

 

Senior Citizens Tea Party 
 

Wednesday December 8th  
3pm until late 

 
Kenn Village Hall 

Celia’s Coffee Morning 
 
at the New Room raised £273 for Present Aid. 
 
Those who were still there at midday chose a 
variety of practical gifts (including taps and 
bees and education) for distribution by 
Christian Aid. 

Kenn Transformers made the Advent Crown 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 268 DECEMBER 2010  

13 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 

Altar Guild 
 

December  
 
 Week 1 Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 
 Week 2 Hazel Limage, Caroline Holden 
 Week 3 Iris Callow, Heather Jenkins 
 Week 4 Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 
 
 

A huge thank you to all of the above who help 
to keep the church gleaming and  flowers 
fresh throughout the year.   
 
Ideally we would like THREE PEOPLE for 
each month so if anyone would like to help out 
with the church cleaning and flowers then 
please contact me.  It‟s a really 
companionable way to spend an hour - and 
very, very much appreciated! 
 

Marianna 01275 340323 
 

Carols Round the Christmas Tree 
 
The big switch on is slightly earlier this year on 

FRIDAY 10
th
 DECEMBER. We will switch 

on the tree lights at 7pm and then proceed to 
Church Path where the famed Duck Lane 
Brass Ensemble will accompany our 
enthusiastic singing of favourite and familiar 
carols. As usual there will be mulled wine, to 
encourage the singing,  and mince pies. 
 
If you have never been, please come along to 
this very Kenn event. It marks the start of the 
Christmas celebrations and is great fun as 
well as being free! There will be a collection in 
aid of The Children's Society. 
 

Robin & Marianna  340323 

History Project Lunch December 17th 
 

Drum and Monkey 
 

Midday for 12.30 
 

All Welcome (we don’t really do History - 
so come and join your neighbours for a 

Christmas get-together) 

The Church is open… 
 
Following the interest of 
many folk at the village 
festival, Kenn church will be 
open on Saturdays, from 
10am 'til dusk. If you would 
like to go into church at any 
other time, see Marianna at Church Path 
Cottage, or ring the churchwardens. 

The Flag was Flown and the Tower 
Lit: 
 

on November 27th to celebrate the 90th 
birthday of Molly Limage. 
 

(She was especially touched by being sung to in 

Church…) 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES        
 
1

st
  Sotoris Papasolomontos 

 Verity Rogers 
3rd Mike and Liz Bell 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
5

th
  Jerry Naish  

7
th
  Henry Court 

10
th
  Louise Hayzen (Pugh) 

 Tom Clark 
 Penny Leiper (Griffin)  
15

th
  Emma Palmer (Smith) 

20
th
   Angel Middleton  

 Vincent Stowell   
21

st
  John Griffin 

 Morgan Lewis 
23

rd
  Richard and Avril Gaunt 

wedding anniversary 
24

th
  John Streat 

25
th
  HAPPY CHRISTMAS ONE AND ALL 

30
th
  Clive Golding-Ellis  

31
st
  HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL 
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Services December 2010 
 
5th December Second in Advent  
8.00am  Holy Communion Kenn  
9.30am  Parish Communion with Holy Baptism Yatton ~ David Christopher Wilmot 
9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve  
11.00am  Christingle Service Kingston Seymour   
4.00pm Christingle Service at Claverham  
6.00pm  Evensong at Yatton  
 
12th December Third in Advent 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion Yatton  
9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion Claverham  
11.00am Holy Communion Kenn  
11.00am Holy Communion with Gpolden Wedding Blessing ~ Terry and Brenda Hart at Cleeve  
11.00pm  Christingle Service Yatton  
3.00pm  Christingle Service Cleeve  
6.00pm  Evensong Kingston Seymour  
 
19th December Fourth in Advent 
 
8.00am     Holy Communion  St Barnabas   
  
9.30am  Holy Communion Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion  Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour  
6.00pm  Carol Service Yatton  
6.00pm  Carol Service Kenn  
7.00pm  Carol Service Cleeve  
 
26th December First Sunday of Christmas 
10.00am  TEAM Communion at Yatton  
 
SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2011 
 
2nd January  JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
8.00am Holy Communion Kenn  
9.30am Holy Communion Yatton     
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve   
11.00am Family Service Kingston Seymour    
11.00am First Sunday Special Claverham  
6.00pm Patronal Evensong Kenn  
 
9th January 2011 6.00pm Epiphany Carol Service at Yatton 
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Additional Events 
 
Saturday 11th December 5.00pm Carols inYatton Precinct 
Thursday 16th December 7.00pm Carols in The Lord Nelson  
 
CHRISTINGLE SERVICES 
 
Sunday 5th December 11.00am All Saints‟ Church, Kingston Seymour 
Sunday 5th December 4.00pm St Barnabas Church, Claverham 
Sunday 12th December 3.00pm St Mary‟s Church, Yatton 
Sunday 12th December 4.00pm Holy Trinity Church, Cleeve 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2010 
 
Monday 13th December 1.30pm Court de Wyke School Christmas Service 
Friday 17th December  7.30pm Carol Service  Kingston Seymour 
Wednesday 15th December 7:00pm Carol Service at Claverham 
 

 

Sunday 19th December 
6.00pm  Carol Service Yatton  
6.00pm  Carol Service Kenn  
7.00pm  Carol Service Cleeve  
 
Friday 24th CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
3.00pm  Crib Service at Kenn  
4.00pm  Crib Service at Yatton  
4.00pm  Crib Service at Cleeve  
5.00pm  Crib Service at Kingston Seymour  
10.00pm  Christmas Communion at Claverham  
11.30pm  Midnight Communion at Yatton   
11.30pm  Midnight Communion at Kingston Seymour  
11.30pm  Midnight Communion at Cleeve  
    
Saturday 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion Yatton  
9.30am  Christmas Communion Yatton with address for Children  
10.00am  Christmas Family Communion Cleeve  
11.00am  Christmas Family Communion Kingston Seymour  
11.00am  Christmas Family Communion Kenn  
 
Sunday 26th BOXING DAY 
10.00am Team Communion Yatton  
 
Morning Prayer - 8.30am at Yatton will be held up to and including Thursday 23rd December 
 
Morning Prayer then resumes on Tuesday 4th January 2011 8.30am at Yatton 
 
Sunday 9th January 2011 6.00pm Epiphany Carol Service at Yatton 
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Christmas at the Cathedral 
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THE CHRISTMAS VILLAGE MARKET  
 

WILL BE ON DECEMBER 18th   
 

10am till NOON 
 

Mince Pies and 
Coffee will be on sale 

 
            Tombola in Aid of Crisis at Christmas 
 
(Gifts for tombola will be 
gratefully received by Joyce at 
Downscote 01275 349674) 
 

Kenn Village Hall 

Pumpkin Pranks 
 
Ever heard that old joke - 
 
'Watership Down, you've read the book, seen the film, now here's the stew‟? 
 
Well, Kenn has it's own version. Back before Harvest Festival, a crowd of naked marrows, gourds 
and pumpkins gathered in Kenn Church, hoping to get parts as extras in the Family Service Drama.  
Every one got a part, and was costumed in hats, beards and facial features. After the performance 
they hung around in church for a while, until I decided they needed to rest between engagements, 
lest they became unpopular due to over-exposure.  After a spell in the boiler house, the (slightly 
depleted due to mould) gang was liberated and re-adorned to spend half term as saints on the 
churchyard wall. 

 
For reasons too complicated to explain, I 
happened to be reading 'Camping and 
Caravanning Monthly', and there in front of me 
was a comprehensive editorial concerning all 
things cucurbita.  Apparently, the bright orange 
jobs in the supermarkets are called 'Jack o' 
Lantern', and are bred for carving and have no 
taste. The best for flavour and cooking are called 
'Prince's Crown'.  There were a couple among 
the survivors, which were immediately repatriated 
to our porch. 
 
Their final appearance was at the village 
market.........on the cake stall......... sliced!! 

Julia 
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Kenn Camera Club 
 
The group met on the 15

th
 of November for a Portrait session. We 

all had an informative time and also a lot of fun taking photos of our 
„models‟ Katie and Ben then of each other! The session was led by 
Robert Down, who put us right on how to take photos Manually, 
NOT on Automatic.  
 
The club meets on the 3

rd
 Monday of the month in the Church New 

Room, Kenn.  There will be no meeting in December; therefore the next meeting will be on the 17
th
 

January 2011. 
 
New members are very welcome to come along and learn to improve their photography skills.  If 
you are new to digital photography, don‟t worry, we all help each other 

 
On the 17

th
 Jan we will be trying our hand(s) at 

„still life‟.  Come along, bring your camera - any 
camera - and if you have something you would 
like to photograph, bring that along as well 
 

Chris and Jeanie 
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Being Green.  I’m doing my best! 
 

Not much has happened in the garden this month.  A chest infection has kept me indoors. Alys 
Fowler in the Guardian weekender says let the gardens rest in their winter beauty. I have taken 
her at her word. 
 
 

My chutney was palatable, but I think I prefer sweeter red tomato chutney so if anyone has a good 
recipe I would be very grateful. Thinking about home produced food, I belong to a group in 
Clevedon that is contemplating the transitions we are going to have to make when oil is too 
expensive for food to be transported around the county/world. We will become more reliant on 
home and community produce. I am going to see if I can stay out of the supermarkets for a 
fortnight but with Christmas looming I will wait until February for this project. Like I say, I‟m doing 
my best.  
 
 

Every year I say „enough of Christmas cards‟!  All the trees, transportation etc, etc, you know 
where I am going.  This year I am not sending Christmas cards in the village, only to The 
Esteemed Elders and The Clergy.  A few of us could get together and produce a village Christmas 
card, here is a rough plan. Next November someone, (OK, me), will gather all the Christmas 
wishes, from those who want to participate, and paste them onto a card. This card is then printed 
as part of the December News and Views.  We will start it off this year.  

 
 From Caroline, John, Matthew and Rebecca  

 
We’ll send a donation to The Children’s Hospice In Lieu of Christmas cards 
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THE FASHION SHOW  
 
raised the wonderful sum of £932.00 for St Peter‟s Hospice.  This is the fourth year of running this 
event and we have raised nearly £4000.00 for various local charities.  As always Simon provided us 
with a huge  selection of items to choose from without having to leave the village, so not only did 
everyone do their bit for the environment  but were able to know that every penny from the glass of 
wine and the tickets they bought were going to charity.  Unfortunately I am unable to organise next 
year‟s event  so if anyone would like to take over the reins, please let me know.  Simon has Kenn 
booked in for November 15

th
.   

 
Marianna 340323 
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Bird  News I 
 
The Waxwings that I mentioned last month are creeping nearer.  One has been seen in Portishead, 
a few in Bristol and 40 at Yeovilton.  Let‟s hope that all the birds in the north and east of Britain head 
south and west to find food. 
 
Kingfishers have become more noticeable this month - hopefully some of them are young birds 
looking for territories.  The local Tawny Owls have been very vocal - also by reason of territory 
establishment. 
 
Fieldfares and Redwings seem to have arrived in reasonable numbers as reported by Jeff Naish 
last month.  Redwings could be heard in the evenings calling as they passed overhead heading 
south. 
 
A wet field by the Strawberry Line held 280 Black Headed Gulls and 100 Woodpigeons all put to 
flight by a small male Sparrowhawk.  The Gulls weigh about one and a half times as much as the 
hawk and the pigeons twice as much. 
 
A Water Rail was calling loudly nearby, a Cetti‟s Warbler was singing (this species sings during the 
winter) and 9 Snipe with a Jack Snipe had moved onto YACWAG‟s Congresbury Moor reserve. 
 
Along the sea wall at the Yeo Estuary a Wheatear on the 10th was very late indeed.  A week later a 
Short Eared Owl was hunting along with a Merlin and the Dunlin flock had increased to about 750. 
 
Talking of late birds, Jill and I took a friend to a sunny Brean Down on the 13th and a Swallow flew 
over.  A Peregrine and a Stonechat were more expected. 
 
A count on the field belonging to Arcadia Organics at Kenn Moor Gate yielded lots of birds.  The 
owners have planted some splendid hedges and these are now bearing fruit (literally) and birds.  
We recorded 60 Redwings, 10 Linnets, half a dozen Reed Buntings, 2 Song Thrushes and 2 
Chiffchaffs as well as many Blackbirds, Robins, Dunnocks, Blue Tits and Chaffinches. 
 
The hedges are sensitively trimmed and their attraction to this lovely array of birds was evident. 
 
STOP PRESS - Rob Treble has just reported a small party of Siskins in his conifer tree. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
01934 835208 

Jack Snipe 

Water Rail 

Cetti‟s Warbler 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  268 DECEMBER 2010 

22 

Bird News II 
 
There was a tremendous crop of apples this year in The Orchard behind Stonehouse Farm.  They 
have now been harvested by machine by my nephew Ben Crossman.  I drove down there the next 
day; there were hundreds of birds down there of all sorts feeding on the apples that were left. 
 
Jeff Naish is lambing his ewes early this year in a field at West End, Nailsea.  He tells me that the 
ewes that have difficulty lambing are being attacked by foxes and birds.  He found a ewe in distress 
the other day; she was being attacked by fifteen Magpies and four Ravens.  The next day a ewe 
had been killed by foxes that had pulled her insides out. 
 

Ray Naish 

Bird News III from Bram Rigg 
 
This chap sits on our fence and watches, watches, watches…. and is now unconcerned when we 
go and feed the little birds.  I imagine the little birds are what he‟s watching for... 
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Stable on the Strand - Jessica Fenwick Brett; Discipleship Training in Oz 
 

We had a meeting a few nights ago about a really exciting event that happens here in Townsville at 
The Strand leading up to Christmas. For five days before Christmas, Townsville‟s major ocean-front 
area, Strand Park, is going to be transformed into the historic town of Bethlehem, complete with 
Roman soldiers, traditional craftspeople, livestock, shepherds and, of course, Mary, Joseph and 
baby Jesus. Last year, just under 40,000 people passed through The Strand and there were 920 
registered volunteers helping the event take place. 
 

This interactive re-creation of the traditional Christmas story, Stable on the Strand, is a free event 
for the whole family and an amazing community event that will attract thousands more people this 
year. There are going to be lots of kid‟s activities to keep little ones busy as well as a special area 
for youth to hang out. 
 

It‟s an event that about 60 local churches come together here in Townsville and the surrounding 
areas to help organise and its something that us DTS-ers here at YWAM are going to be involved 
with as well.  From helping construct the stables and painting cardboard boxes, to dressing up as 
Roman Soldiers to being animal handlers in the petting zoo for the kids, we have a very hands-on 
roll to play. 
 

I am just excited to see such a huge community event be organized and be a part of it.   40,000 
people passing through our Bethlehem is a lot of people! I will update you a little bit more when I 
have more of an idea of what I will be doing. 
 

I can‟t believe how quickly Christmas is approaching! Once I get back from camping, it will only be 
three weeks away! And that means it will only be 3 weeks until we go away to Papua New Guinea. 
 

http://jessicanellie.tumblr.com/    Happy Christmas from Down Under! 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


